[Evaluation of cardiogenic pulmonary edema by extravascular lung water during noninvasive positive pressure ventilation].
Noninvasive positive pressure ventilation (NPPV) has recently been applied to patients with left ventricular dysfunction. We report a female patient who showed low cardiac output syndrome and pulmonary hypertension after cardiac surgery. After tracheal extubation, she developed cardiogenic pulmonary edema associated with an increase in extravascular lung water (EVLW). NPPV temporally improved pulmonary edema and respiratory distress, and decreased EVLW. However, once we weaned her from NPPV EVLW increased and pulmonary edema was revealed. On post-operative day 9, we finally weaned her from NPPV when baseline value of EVLW became small, probably due to supportive therapy including afterload reduction. We suggest that, in patients with left ventricular dysfunction, NPPV should be considered and EVLW may be a useful parameter to adjust the support.